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wa To the Right Honourable, | 
Sir ROBERT CLAYTON 


Lord MAYOR 


Of the CI TY-of 


LONDON 


A 'Andthe Honourable Court of 
ALDERM EN- 


- Right Honourable, - 
——— HE Sermon which | lately preached in your. Au-+ 
\ dence, 'is now in obedience to ous Order here- 
. \ with a pad es bew ſehted to your. hands : That the. 
; aſed your Lordſhip. and the reſt of 


—— 


ſatif 
that greve pron Rd that youreceived in the hear-- 


may be propor 9.0 more exact. and leiſuxely per 
es bis means, others alſo as ae rl 
not be Auditors ) rl receive any. benefit by\« plain Diſ- 
courſe, 1 ſhall have double cauſe of. of. contentment. im the 
Peltnwafite 


A:3 As 


-* 


3” 


"The Epiſtle Dedicatory, | 

w/o far it 4s certainly ſuch, as 

- Y run in the mind: of 

all ſuch as 5, « thenſevs iſure to think at all; foraſ- 
much as it is 'y = 

equally concerns 4] ranks, ' orders and conditions of wen, 


"which both v#finite and 


from the Throne \to the Fn frow' the Tribunal to' the 


 Baror Priſon. And the conſideration of a Judgment fo 


come, and thi in tebulnels, - #F' o conſequents, 
45 bo be able ret groan red md «l x arias 
ries,to'alldy fl our pafions; to abtre ont beds ind nny 
againſt each other, tomoder ate w in our proſecutions of the 
things of this World, and withal to inflame our zeal _ 
devetion rewards that which is t6 come. The belief if this 
would take downehe too high ſails of uninterrupted prafiert- 
t7, and ereit the minds of the miſerable and unfortunate ; 
it would check the wvluptaone in their exritre of ſen walizy, 
and animate the vjrtuow inay holy courſe, notwithfandipg 
all the difficalty and ſelf- denial, the apnjuſft-cenſares and 
miſprifions that fra attend it: In br ya it is of mighty 
influence upon all our words and attions, and therefore 
S. James puts ws is mind, Chap.2.'wer, 12.” $a 


and ſo Foo as they that ſhall be judged by a law- of i li 


ow for the hoo of this oe: nite 
what hath ſo great ay influence upon ll perfony and 4 
carin'no JuntFure be anfea #1509 Iu confeſs rh 
w.s meditating on this ſubjet#,1 did conceive that x-Bich.way 
foever | looked Fr | ſaw red eſs of this kind of Uiſrearſe 
to the preſent time and ſixte of our affairs. For whether 1i0of 
of the Civil State, me-thought ed Goverment 
Wakes, Laws growing into negtet?, an "Sto 
contempt, evil men big of projets, good-men cares, 
.and the generality fall f, fears ; 1 J rw win that 4 


Diſcourſe 


f, 


|| ”» 


of 
for nr 

of Zeal; excellent P. ws, a. 8 
yet withal | conld not but take notice here and there of 
deadly tokens Arbeifos ,, 40d clanmmy ſtupidity end inn 
ſenſibleneſs of God ana Providence, elſewhere a lukewarm 
#ndifſerency to every, any or no Religion, and among ft.others 
an ; cauourifh beet; fo ſovis mere punitilio's, 
which laſt I the more lamented, both becauſe I remembred 


that of the le, that the kiggdgm of God is not meat. 
and Lt pA oak peace and joy inthe Holy 


Ghoſt ; «nd «iſo becauſe Icalled to mind the obſervation of- 
4 Learned man of the foregoing Age, Hic folet 
elle exitus religioais eneſcentis & pene- þ gs in” 
dicam delirantis,' That fierce diſputes for phil, Soic. 
bare opinions, curioſity, and diſtinition of par- 

ties upon nize and {riwvidal accounts, 3s 4 ſbrewd fign, that * 
the profeſſion of Retigion hath ſeen its beſt lays, and is now 
im its declenſion and dotage, To obviate which great evil, 
I thought | conld contribute nothing more effettual- upon this * 
oceafion, than an endeavour of reviving that great and 
prime principle of all true _—_— viz. the expeation of” 
a 'Jbdgment to come, 4nd that in Righteouſneſs and - 
FE 


| ER 'I have ſaid thereupon (that I may not be- 
further tediows ) I will now adde nothing more bat my hear- 
prge, That this great truth being ingraven upox the 
arts of men, may both prevent our fears, and remove our 
jealaufies and that the ſame Almighty Wiſdom - and Good- - 
neſs, which hath hitherto defeated all the Phts and Conſpi- 
racies of our common Enemies, will for the ſuture alſo more. 
| cloſely s 
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Faithful Servant, 
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Betgnſe be hath appointed a fs in the 
nh my 41 in righte- 
—_—— an whom be hath or- 

Foo af be bath - given afſu- 
_rance unto all men, in that be Sh raiſed 


! bim from the dead, | -wbito 


” HE wards arg of a diſcourſe or Ser: 
mon of S. P : before oe Connrol, te 
$h1 1 dreopagites; - @- JERAtE, Or onhſtory 

Judges, lama "wok —_ for the; Jevergt : 
| Aden, 


Vidom, TE litegrir The SE 
was- this, St. = ming to Athens, \ptos; = 
equally remarkable P_Y Learning and 
Superſtition and Euriohity )- fre fre oa: the 
Goſpel. ashe was wontto do Heber places; the 
Emphaſis of his Dofrine was. Jeſw, and the Fe- 
ſurrefion; and ver. 17. ; upon theſe Points be diſ- 
pred inthe Syna Logue with the. Jews, and otbes d 
Foes and dailyin the Market with ſuch as met with bin. 
Hereupon two Deas of Pio fopkn at once 
encounter him, viz. the Epicureans and the Fvoicks, - 
The former of thele, inſtead of -a'God-and a 
W ile Providence to make and govern the world, 
brought in Fortune or Blind Chance /to bear all 
the ſway. The latter ( though they acknowledg- 
ed a God, yet ) introduced a rigid fatality as Su- 
to the Deity, and which with Adamantine 
Fonts up the:hands both of God and-man. 
[The Epicurean deveſting God of his Providence 
and conſcquently of all Intercſ inthe world ; and 
the Stick denying to Man all freedom and liberty 
of choice; ſeem therefore, if not 'equally\mal- 
Cious, yet equally miſchievous to Religion. 
" Howevertheſe two Sets joyn together to ap- 
*peal St. Paul before the aforcfaid Jndges, nat as 
# Crimival toanſwer for hisfaR,but as a-Novelliſt 


+ Pidolophy to give/.a rational accoant of that 


ob! »Þ 6 - =— 


new 


6&7 T_ 


_ . ve bad becached among that ; 
: And hers S, Pesl acquits himſelf bravely 2 [For 
brl, he-not oply andauntedly-afferts; but-ratio- 
pally deduces od hovatoge thoſe' two great 
4 God and a Providence, to the excluſion 
Phe Fate and Fortune. And then ſecondly, from 
the nature and very notion-of God, he -infers 
the folly and.abſurdity of all their Pagan Super- 
Ritions;; and then in concluſion p them to 
Repeatance, by the mighty — m my Text, 
Becauſe God hath appoined a day in the which he will 
judge the world, &c. 


* /In-which words I obſerve theſe Five .rrogy” 
_ lars. 

I. Firſt, an aſſertion of a adgmnect to come : 
He ( that is God ) will judge the world. 

For the more clear apprehenſion of the full 
importanceof which, .it is to be noted, thatthere 
* are-T wopartsor Branches of Divine Providence; 
The former, that by which he takes notice of the 
Actions and Ca of men in this life; the 
latter, that by which brings men to account in 
the other world, and rewards and puniſhes them 
reſpevely to ſuch their ations and ? 
here. Which two branches of Providence 
a inkerapd pooy er thets For on the 

one 


— 4 


"YU "T 


Nene bakdifs Ge no fachthidgwawioud | 

porno thar ſtriftly obſerves the 

 #Atjoni; and diſtinguiſhes of the carriage of ten 
inthis world, it were impoſſible there ſhould be 

ac pry dement to-come, ut leaſt not a Jud 

lteoufneſs; for how- ſhall he'judpe that- 

deb wt difears ? "And oh the other hand ifthere 
were no Judgment to come, it were to-no pur- 

| poſe ( but a meer troubleſorr aps np 

cwreans ſuppoſe) for God to concerts! 

abont the affairs of mankind here below,” - 

But on the contrary, if there be an acconne to- 
be made hereafter, then moſt certainly there isa 
watchful- diſcerning eye over tet! here; ard if 
there be ſuch a diſcrimmation of men and ations 
inthisworld, then there'is a Judgrnentto come. 
For jt is by no" means reaſonable to think that 
an holy, wife and-juſt Maje 7 ſhould femark'the 
valt diffteredce there is to befound between wan 
and-man, and yet ſhould' content” hirhſelf with * 
that imperfe&t diftribution- of. rewards and pw- 
niſhanetits, which virtue and vice reſpeRively 
mett withalin this world. LATE 5 
. © Now this DoArine'is the” Soul and Spirit of all 
Religion, 'and the Sinew of all Government and 
- Teiwths Soul of all Religion, for what dorkithe 
217) *Q notion 


gotion or * belief of a God gp oy although 


we ſhould imagine. him to be never. fo great, 
glorious and happy ) if he willnottrouble hunſelf” 
with Government, .if he will not take notice how. 
 menbehave themſelves : in-(hort, if he will 'nei- 
*ther reward nor puniſh; virtue- is then but: an 
pal pame, a needleſs penance which men im- 


themfetves, and-vice and debanchery 
welllafe and ſecure, OS: ate een 
lightfal.' But if God diſtinguiſtics of men and 
'Actions here, and will-indecd judge the world 
hereafter, this. comes home to mens intereſts, and 
awakenstheir Cqnfſcienecs; afſuring them that pie- 
wa virtue are of valt importance arid _— 
And it's the! Sinew of all Government; for 
it is certain-that Plots may ſornetimes be-laid fo 
. deep, that ne cyeof man can diſcover them. And 
there may beſucha Potent Confederacy of wick- 
ad thacþ thevthity ſhall ont-face harnaneJuſtice, 
m which caſe; what ſhall keep the world-from - 
running \into confuſion, and becoming. an hell 
upon earth ; but the diſcerning: eye, and ſteady 
hand of Providence? -It 15the dreadful Proſpect 
__ Joqgment to:come; that tirbs the Licenti- 
: it.1 this Enacts the Laws of Socicty in the 
Cenfeintees of men. This guards the Thrones - 
of Princes, ard ſecures the Tribaoalof the Ma- 
giltrate. But: 


- _— — > ROI wy ———— 


= 


+ " *, ; FF : 
FF. s F 6 
> 404 ora een 
WT” -Butto proceed, 
Po . - - 
== . F "= a 


50. T he ocond obſervable; m my Fext, 's, 
that there is not only a Judgment to come; but 


4 day wherein, .&cC. 


Fo adjourn to no certain time; 18,: IthinkeodiC 
ſalye the Court ; and to appoint no day isto-dif- 
appoint. the buſineſs : the Al ty therefore 
-hath appointed an expreſs and-:ſolemn time for 
this great Tranſaction. And indeed it 1s-worthy 
.of obſeryation, that in all the great paſlages of 


table decree. . upon them, that the time of their 
.event and completion can be no more.caſual and 
contingent than the very things themſelves. So 


Iſrael was determined to 430 years, and the Text 
tells us, that when the 430 years were expired, even 
the ſelf-ſame day n"o_ all the hoſi of the- Lord out f 


the T6: I Foy 
on. 36. 21. God had decreed ito 
gun þ Nation-of the Jews with 50! years 
ptivity in Babylon, and ;preciſely upon the 
Pia that term, when, the Word of the Lord 
by the mawb of Jeremiah was ads God 


-- 


thatthe Day of it is determined. -He bat epened . 


Divine Providence, he hath paſſed ſuch an immu- , 


Exod, 12.41. the ſervitude of the Children of 


Res EP" NIST <"T3 : PS y £4 "Lor A 103 


it into the heart of 'Gyras to ili ther 
y. Thusthetime of our Saviours ma 
tion was ſo exaQly ſetled; that the A 
only adores the Divine Goodtieſs in fending res 
. -Sonz' but the conſtatcy and immurability of his 
Counſel, that when the - ſun of time was come, he. 
ſent his Son into the world. 

And as the preciſe time of his firft coming was 
mmoveably fixed; ſo is alſo that of his ſecond' 
coming to Judginent ;  Alibough that day and hour 
knoweth no man, no not the very Angels. And; it hatlr 
Pleaſed the Divine Majelty to be thiis punRual, 
eſpecially in this great affair we are ſpeaking of; 
(amongſt other reaſons beſt known to his infinite 
wiſdom,) 'for this end, © that he might more'ef- 
feQually awaken the Tecure world, who are apt 
to put far from them the evil 'day, and to convince: 
han of the certainty of the Judgment, . by the 
definition of the day on which'it ſhall beheld; but 
this brings me to 


HI. The third obfervable,- namely, That as 
the day of Judgment is ſet, ſothe perſon of the 
Jadge is alſo Snltente -and ordained ; He will 
judge the world by that man whom he hath ordained, &c." 

Ard as alt/ circurmſtarices of time, place and 
, prlavarte evidences of fa&; and aſſurances ofthe 


.  priacipal. 


aient upon'us, -Who as he hath had no commerce 
with a body; of fleſh and bloud,. cannot have ſuf- 
ficient compaſſion of our infirmities, but one like 
our ſelves, that hath felt all that we feel; and ina 
word, who hath loved us better than we can or 
do love our ſelves. What can any man wiſh in 
his own favour more' than this ? If God: ſhould 

ive us leave-to chuſe our own Judge, what 
choice.could we make better for our ſelves, than 
that.man-whom-God hath ordained ? But how 
ſhall 1 be aſſured of this happineſs, that I ſhall 
have ſo merciful a Judge? that we aro reſolved 


of 


IV. In the fourth moon of my Text, He 
hath given aſſurance unto all men in that he raiſed him from 
the +l ; but how doth that aſſure us ofthis great 
and comfortable point ? It is true the ReſurreRti- 
on of our Saviour-did denote him to be ſome 

reat and .extraordinary perſon, but that is no 
Cont ormmment that he ſhall be Judge of the 
world; the Evidence therefore lies in this, Our 
Saviour Chriſt Jeſus whileſt he was in the world 
had often declared, that he was appointed by 
God to judge the quick and dead, and appealed 
to his Reſurreion asthe great proot of this and 
Hf othar things. be ſnd; wor n this calc won 


- 


SB 4 


ermon preached © 


from the dead ( as we know he did. ) what is it leſs 
than Gods fetting his Seal to: his Commiſſion, or 
than openly proclaiming him to be the —_— of 
all the world ? But 


V. Fiſthly and lafily, There nm one particular 
morein my Text that defervese on orc 
ration, and that is the manner of rep Judgment, 
or rather the meaſures this Judge will proceed by 
at that great Judgment, = at 13 0” Prcawovry, 
m righrenfres; he ll judge the world tn righte- 
ouſneſs of . 
And this is the point I intend only to-infiſt up- 
on. All the former which I have mentioned = 
indeed and —_—_ but I eannot h 


treat —_—_ pe—_ oy 


the things without tre {paſting 
——_— I will therefore for y apt dif- 


milsthem, and my ſelf wholly his fragle 
point, from whic ſhopers offer fomething not 
enworthy your patience and attention. 
Scrioure notion of 6h we mult firſt. ſettle the 
notion of this phraſe righteouſneſs or in- 
righteouſneſs. And that which firſt obferve 
5, rem is this; No where inall —_— 
wave Goth ri 


dn 7 


oo O——  — —— 


us. 


Got fhall i bo 2 fo wonderfully raiſe him 


jt 


befo the Lond. PL? | oo 
Jas : as when God ſaid to be:a righteous God, 
it ——————— to mark what is done 
amiſs ; or when he is ſaid to ju 'Shteous , 
mw it isnot to be thought ni will wie 
inſt upon his own right, without conſideration 
of any thing but himſelf, that he will make no ak 
lowance, but take all advantages that power or 
ative, or ſtriftnels of Law can give him. 
I fay there is no ſuch ufe of this word 1a Scrip- 
ture, when applied to Gods dealings, no nor yet 
when its applied to men ; a ſevere harſh rigo- 
rous man is ſo far from being a righteous man in 
the flile of Scripture, that he is quite under ano- 
ay” ern 
There is indeed one pallage in the Apoſtle to 
the Romans, Chap. 5. ver. 7. which ———— 
favour another notion ; he words are theſe, For 
ari man one will ſcarcely die, but for a good manoe 
———_ but it is ry peri 
cd, that the Apoſtle there alludes to a diſtinftion 
well known amongſt the Jewiſh DoRors, which 
was of ſore uſe to their es, but is not 
firitly truc m it felf ; but ly itisto be con- 
fadered, that there thoſe two terms righteonſueſs and 
govalneſs are put 1 oppohtion to ſhew their diſtmRt 
f ooenwalriſts and not is cetcrers, or as they 
arc in the fubjxeft; for there or m practice they are 
a_—_ iD 


—_ ww 


—  — 


' A Sermon*preached- 

always complicated and in | corjunction, info- 
much that he is no more- a righteous. man that is 
not a good man; than he can be cſicemed a good 
man that is not a jult man.. 


--: But as for God his {file ( according:to the wit- 


dom of all mankind ) 18 optimus maximus, goodneſs 
and greatneſs mixed together, and as it wereat- 
tempering each other ; the one not permitting 
him to bea ſevere captious: Deity to be hated and 
abhorred, and the other-not leaving him a ſoft 
andealie Majeſty to be dallied and trifled :withal, 
but both together railing a becoming reverence, 
which is the reſult of fear. and. love.in conjunctis 
on, | 
But to come home to the buſineſs, the full of 
my obſervation touching the Scripture notion of 
the phraſein- my. Text: is this, that #mzaioovry or 
righteouſneſs is:always uſed there in-a compre- 
henſive ſence, ſo astotake in not only juſtice and 
uprightneſs, and impartality, and the. like, but 
alſo goodneſs,. kmndnefs,. equity, clemency; can- 
dour and: mercy; and ſo;as the Hebrew words 
rex Dn _ in the Old Teſtament-are allaſed 
promiſcuoully one for another, ſo are the Greef 
words $ 18410Thr11y 2AE1j400 Uynyg Xp1T 97 15,0 yobeTaS &c. 
uſed interchangeably for one another inthe New 
Teſtament, asit were calie to make out by abun- 

Et ph an 


LIMI 


be - * the þ 4 is NAa » n 
dance of inſtances, if it were neceſſary. - Take 
one-pallage forallont of the Hymn we ſing daily 
out of the laſt Verſe of the 98. Pſalm, In righteouſ- 
neſs ſhall he judge the world; and the people -with equity: 
Where, as Forld and People are equivalentexpre(- 
ſions, and interpret each other, -{oare righteouſneſs 
and equity madeto be expreſſive of each other ;-10 
that as to - udge-the people is all one with to 
judge-the world; fo to-jndge in righteouſneſs 
is all one as to judge in- equity, and to-judge in 
equity is tojudge in righteouſneſs: 

The reſult” of this obſervation: touching this _ 
plraſe of Scriptureis; That although in humane 
Tribunals we diſtinguiſh between Courts of Law 
and of Equity, . yet theſeare not different Judica- 
tories in the other world ; for there mercy and 
juſtice kiſs each other-; 'Law and Equity proceed 
from the ſame month; the ſame-throne;- and ac+ 
cording to fuch a temper fhallour: Saviour judge 
the world in right $21- | 

Now agreeably to this Notion, 'I will, by the 
guidance of the holy Scripture;' endeavour 
torepreſent the meaſures of that-great day;' and 
I think by the-light we have given us thereinto, 
the proceedings of that mighty ſolenanity will be 
according totheſe ive Rules, oo 


I « Firit PF 


} p " . , 


_ 4; Firſt, Chriſt Jeſus the Judgeofallthe world 
awillnot.at the laſt day proceed arbitrarily with 
men, but according to known Laws ; That is, 
he will neither ablotve and fave avy merely be- 
cauſe he hath decreed ſo todo; nor by aſtrain of 
prerogative damn any man becauſe he will, but 
will govern himſelf by the juſtice and equity of 
the Gauſe, andthe reſpe&ive qualificatians of the 
Perſons, as fit for cteraal life or eternal death. This 
he himſelf hath declared before-hand, Rev. 2. 23. 
All the Churches fhall know that | am be who ſearcheth 

reins andthe heart,and will render jo-every man according 
0 his works : and the Apoſtle-aſhures us, 2 Cor. . 10. 
that wemuſi all appear at rbe Judgment-ſeat of Chrifi, to 
anfrer for ththag de in he fſh, whether ey be 

08d or evi 

: Indeed mths world God doth deal by prero- 
gative, and diſpenſes the means of grace.as well 
.as other favours, as he pleaſes, from whence it 
-comesto paſs, that more and greater advantages 
Are upon ſome certam perfons or 
people: than other, who notwithilanding were 
-antecedantly no better or more deſerving than 
he oadagy way. nor much. kcfs free, 1& it be not 
arbitrary ; but this is not the.caſe. at the end of 
the world, when God comes to demonſtrate his 
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juſtice and righteouſneſs; ar which time, thoug] 
he expe not from menthe perfe&tion of FP. 
nor to reap but in ton to- what he hath 
fowed; yet ( by the improvement of thoſe Ta- 
lents he hath afforded ) he expe&tsto finda diffe. 
rence in the. attainment and temper of thoſe he- 
conligns to a different ſtate for all eternity : and- 
although as the Apoſtle tells us, Rom. 2. 12. Thoſe 
tha have finned without Law ſhall periſh without the 
Law, and fuch as have ſinned under the Law ſhall be- 
jugged by the Law; yet ill the proceedings are 
jaft and equal, becaufe they are according to- 
mens deeds, and proportionable tothe opportu- 
nities of being 

And if this were not fo, that day could not be 
calleda day of Judgment but of Execution rather ; 
and the judgment prejudicium rather than judicium, 
and the korea demonſtration of 56-2 
and power, not of integrity and righteouſ- 
ho beſides, where n; is at. ſaid- 
to be the fearcher of hearts, if he proceed pro- 
_— upon bare reſolution-or determination # 

Vhy is he ſaid to ſeparate the Sheep from the: 
Goats, if he make a diſtinion: without a.diffe- 
rence? Why is it calfed a hiery trial, if there be 
no difcrimmation; and in a word, if he fave and. 
damn by prerogative? \ _ 

2: The: 
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2. The Judge of the world will not be partial, 
or uſe any re[pe&t of perſons; that is, hewill nei- 
ther acquit nor condemn any man or men what- 
loever, in conſideration of external circumſtances; 
either becauſe they are. learned or -unlearned, 
noble or ignoble, rich or poor; or for the ſake 
ofany kindred. and family, no nor for. being or 
not being of ſuch or ſuch a Sec, Party or Opi- 
nion. This the holy K-12 3a every where Ac- 
quits God oh, . and particularly the Apoſtte S. Pe- 


ter, Who. had by reaſon of his Jewiſh Education 
been under other apprehenſions formerly, pro- 
claims with admiration, Afs 10. 34. I perceive of 
a truth that God is no reſpefier of perſons but, &c. 


As for thoſe external accommodations of riches 
and honour, and whatever elſe there is- of that 
kind; theſe, however valuable they may be in this 
world, are of no moment with God, nor will pro- 


' cure a man.any favour or priviledge at the laſt 


day. 

/v for kindred and family, the Jews were 
wont to bear themſelves in hand with their linage 
and deſcent, that they were Abrahams ſeed; as if be- 
cauſe God gave them the good Land of Canaan 
for theſake of that good man ( without any de- 
ſert of their own ) therefore he had ſo intailed his 
favours upon them, that they could not miſcarry 

in 
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"biteally-piodd rota kiet-ag aod 
ont thererit ab fit ena for the of 
Heaven. -- - 

If Garriioes would' have _ the "Y 
vineMalty, the Jews have been fure* to 
have done, foralmuch as bad Bakk. 
that hes —— of their far Lambs and Bullocks 

gandcarveſt prayets and im 
&,' ht would nover 
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BEE :Bromads -would' do the bufineks, 

ſure wa re they that could: ſay, Lard: mehave heard thee 
priachin aur fircets, would; be ina good condition. 

- Nay, ifthe| moſt: hbera} almeor cven m_ 
demitdlfwould carrya man through, at this tri 

- \S;-Pax: wotlk nave have ſuppoſed; 1 Gr. 

om oper : give all his goads:to feed rhe: poor, 

te be. burved, and yet be a caſtaway. 

ge lintruth.is, that which God expedts, and: 
evo gee aſs of eternity de up- 

Q»> 19{'as. have ſaid!) aboly heart. and-life ; but 
ſoraſnwch as there isno one duty that is charaQte- 

riſticalof ſuch-a frame, nothing of-all theſe kindy, 
but comp! toms or. 2 wicked'man may 

therefore tone of them wiltbe ſofficiers 

in « ff J- Thirdly, 


#311 Ms Thirdly, o juſt ; '3hd 

—— thy þ” that'd 

man ſhall be ſaved for the righteouſneſs of 
ther, ' ( without the yerſonal and peculiar qual 2 
 catiods for a ſtate of glory, wrought bythe 
of Ged upon hiszown Soul; ) fo > L. al 


mane damned for,the fin + another; 
man ſhall bear his own burden. 

God itifleed threatens in oor ferond Con: 
mandment; That he will puniſh the iniquity of the fl- 
thersu ute Herder tou phry org eter ation of 
them that hate him , and from _— opp cems rk 


ſelf applauding Jews took np ro- 
vetb the . Almighty ele 
The fat eagle ru F, ran + 


ceeth are ſet on edge. Asifthey of WET 
ration were a moſt innocent and 'unb 
$75 = 


people, yet became calamitous 

rune, Di being the” "D of vi Fa 

tors, or at leaſt that by an at LONG 

tranſlated the puniſhment from the. offending 
rents to their mnocent children; and 

fertaans they have a laying, yet extant in their 

__ to thisefle&; None ombfls ſuper If atlern 
in qua'non eff prleis vitali antes, that in all he Divine 
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* anocent, bute es himſelf plainly in the Text 
ot the aforeſai Lins that he would 
puniſh only guilty chuldren of guilty parents, and 
.m that cafe TS had __ : Gnoceiion of 
wickedneſs from Father to Son, and by that 
means {in grew ripe for puniſhment, then be 
wouldinflit ſuch ſevere vengeances upon ſuch a 

gate progeny, as ( perhaps ) he-would. not 
ve done, had not there been ſuch an uninter- 
rupted courſe or kind of preſcription for impiety. 
But {till as he puniſhed none but the guilty, fo 
neither did he puniſh them beyond the deſert of 
their own crimes; for ſo. he vindicates his own 
proceedings in the aforeſaid Text of Ezekiel, and 
aſſures them, that if + fur pugrene wicked Pa 
rents or Progenitors, yet i ing the evil of. their 
ſbould qa it, my do 20 which wed Rs 
and good, be ſbould ſave his Soul alive, he ſhould not 
die. | 


. 


But whatever it maypleaſe the Divine Maje- 
ty 9 do in this world, where his inflitions are 
not ſo properly revenge or the expletion of juſtice, 
zamechodeof mercy to reclaim men from fin; or 
i we ſhould grant ( bh upon the premiſes 
we need nat ) that the retributions of Divine Ju 

wr Foe": an 
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ſlice are lefsexaQt in this world, yet molt certam. 

ly at that day when there ſhall be a full diſplay'sf © * 
the Divine Juſtice, and. a reparation of all the 
ſeeming irregularities of providence afore-time, 
" then I fay ſhall it be molt conſpicuoullytrue, that 
the Sons ſhall not bear the iniquity of the Fathers, 
but every man ſball bear his own burden, and the 
Soul only that ſinneth ſþall die. | 


4- Fourthly, This Judge of all the world will 
at that great day candidly interpret mens ations, 
and makethe very belt of things that the cafe will 
bear ; our Saviour hath told us, his yoke is eafie and 
bis burden light ; and there is nothing more contri- 
butes tomake them ſo, than this benignity of in- 
| texpretation; for as no Laws are tolerable when 
they are rigoroully rained and ſeverely applied; 
ſo-none are harſh and difficult that meet with a 
fair and cquitable interpretation. 

Now touching thisthe tenor of the whole Go- 
ſpel aſſures us, that our merciful Judge will not 
watch — againſt men, will not inſiſt up» 
on punRuilio's, but principally looks-at the fince- . 
xity of mens intentions, agreeablyto which we have 

given uscomfortably to-expet, that he 

will advance our good: duties to as high a valne 
# they are capableob, for ſohe expreſſes hirndelf 
Ma. 
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own rnboce ) ſhall anſwer, Lord 
we thee an bungred and fed thee, thirſly and gave thee 
drigk , when ſaw we thee « ſir cant bs &c. 

Verſe 40-'the King gra replies, Ferjly I fay 
n49.y0u, inaſmuch as ye bave done it to one of the leaſt of 
theſe my Brethren, a, in which 
pallige we ſee our Saviour and Judge not only 
takes notice of the meanelt offices, and very cheap 
and calie expreflions of charity, co on and 
hoſpitality, buthe remembers'them for us when 
we have forgotten them, and that at- the molt 
advantageous ſeaſon, when he comes in all his 
glory, and hath Crowns and Kingdoms toibc- 

{tow, in the moſt important and critical-timp, 


when our cternity depends 

enced ependagen this place, 
is the benignity of his interpretation; for when 
the righteous ſay, re arab ed, 
« &c. as it they had ſaid ( with mfinitejoy and- ad 
<muration ) When Lord had we the happizics 
£0 


INE? 
«we t eO nity to a ir1en 
, Inaſminchy as ye have per the leaſt of 
«"Ybſe;" &. iia$if he had faid; I know the fince- 
« ity of your intentions, and 1 take notice of the 
«Piptuonstemper from whence thoſe ations of 
« yonrs proceeded ;” I I + 
6 Match thi done, or opportunity 0 
« Death therefore you never ſaw me in the 
'« fleſh, never pitied me at yonr doors, took me 
« gpin your ſhicets or relieved myneceſlities; 
«\Yet forafmuchas Þ know that when you did it 
« +antothels, ye-would 'mnch more he dbne it 
tory ſelf, if t had-beenim their cafe, therefore. 
G« "Ptaks it as kindly as if it had been done to my 
« ſelf; 
| - And then onthe other ſide, ( for the failings 
andinfirmitiesot men; ) this fil Judge mn of 
make alf the favonrable allowances that can con: ' 
fit with juſtice; he conſiders the weakneſs ofour 
judgments, the ſuddentieſs of qur paſſions, the 
diſadvantage of our conftitution, t wer of” 
temptation, theſubtilty of objections, the preva- 
lence of cuſtoms, the contagion ofexample;; for 
this is our happineſs, he dot Joh wot: 'only ” art Frol 
carureandcrrcamſtanices, b butbarh felt all <a? 
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cleesio our duties, al 
ac | 


ies to be, pre- 

fins; | but whatever there may beof. 

that can conlilt with a Divine lis, with 
Tuan hang pu and a true and. hearty 
opal emmngd goodaaketigl not be rigidly 


more than ſo, when ſin admits not of any 
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before the Lord Manr. 
world ſhall be increaſed proportionably to' the 
meaſures of their difficalties, ſufferings and-cala- 
mities here in this world. The Apolile tells us, 
That as one Star differeth from another in glory, ſo alſo is 
the FeſurreSion of the dead; and our Saviour, That 
in his fathers houſe there are many manſions, not only 
room to receive many, but ( as that phraſe pro- 
perly imports ) ſeveral degrees and ſtations of 
lory ; accordingly as the dead in Chriſt ( or for 
Chriſt ) ſhall firſt be raiſed, ſo ſhall they, having 
ſuffered for the teſtimony of Jeſus here, ſhine with 

an extraordinary ray of glory there. 

Andin like manner, thoſe that have been emi- 
nently good, under great diſadvantages and dil- 
couragements ina dark age, amid{t an evil and 
adulterous generation, and where Satans throne 
was, theſe (hall hear that Eulogy, Well done good 
and faithful ſervant, thou haſt been faithful in a few 
things, be thou ruler over much. 

And according to the ſame equity, thoſe 
who ceteris paribur, ( or who having been but as 
good as others, yet) have been more afflicted 
with poverty, oppreſſion, {ickneſs, or any other 
calamity in this world, than thoſe others their 
equals in other reſpe&ts, ſhall have amends made 
them in the other world ; for by this means at laſt 
God clears up and vindicates the whole courſe 
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" ofbiaprovideoce, which though like fore great 
Rivers, it ſeems torun under-ground, or to be- 


loſt for a time, then breaks out again and diſplays 
the Divine uprightneſs: thus all is brought to 
rights again, and the preſent ( at leaſt ſeeming ) 
inequal diſtribution is repaired. The conlidera- 
tion of which one thing alone 1s fufficient, not on- 
ly to make every good man patient under his 
preſent burdens, and contented with his conditt- 
on ( whatever it be in this world, ) but alſo to ſay, 
Gome Lord Jeſur, come quickly. 

But this as well as the ſhortneſs of my time, 
puts mein mind to make ſome practical refle&i- 
ons on What hath been delivered, wherein for 
brevity-ſake I will couch all I have to ſay under 
this one following addreſs of application, and 
conclude. 


Appl. Foraſmuch then, as we have all this aſſu- 
rance of a Judgment coming, as that God hath 
not only foretold it, but appointed and publick- 
ly conſtituted the Judge, deligned the very day, 
and acquainted us with the manner of the pro- 
ceedings therein; Let us ſeriouſly believe it, 
expect and prepare for it : far be it from every 
one of us to think or ſpeak {lightly of that great 
day, but let us live under a conſtant ſenſe - it; 

are- 
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before the Lord Mair. 25 
forethink the ſolemnity ofit, feel the approaches, 
and hear the ſound of that laſt trumpet : that this 
may incourage us in every generous undertaking, 
ſupport us under all our agonies, and check and 
baffle all temptations of what kind ſoever. 

T hat neither profit may tempt us, nor plea- 
ſureallure us, nor power imbolden us, nor pri- 
vacy incourage us to do that thing which we can- 
not anſwer at that Judgment-ſcat. 

For conſider, I am ſure to be judged, and that 
at ſuch a Tribunal where the Judge canneither be 
corrupted nor impoſed upon ; no Art, no Rhe- 
torick will avail; I can neither evade the Traal, 
nor elude the Sentence; the only point then of 
debate with me is, how ſhall I ſtand there, how 
ſhall I be juſtified there, how ſhall I commend 
my caſeto the mercy of my Judge? This is the 
mightieſt concern we can lie under, as that which 
though it be at diſtance from us, yet cannot chuſe 
but have a | mg influence upon all affairs and 
moments of life, and conſequently ought to be the 
ſumm ofall our care and ſtudy. It is that which 
natural Light ſuggeſts to us, as well as Revelati- 
on, and which our very Conſciences cannot but 


ſuſpect ( if they do not beheve ) in ſpight of So- 


pluſtry and all the arts of Infidelity. 


E 2 When 


| A Sermon preached 

When S. Paul preached to Felix of Righteouſneſs, 
Temperance, and Judgment to come, he, though a ſen- 
ſual Pagan, trembles at the Sermon, and had no 
other way to compole his countenance, but by 
proroguing the further handling of that ſubje&; 
now ſhall ſuch a man as he tremble and we beun- 
concerned ; ſhall Chriſtians prove the greateſt 
Infidels in the whole world ? 

W hat ſhall we ſay then to them that defie and 
challenge: God Almighty, crying,. God judge me, 
God damn me? Alas unhappy men, he will judge 
you ſure enough, and damn you ſoonenough, if 
a ſerious repentance prevent it not. | 

Nor let the_conlderation of what I have faid 
before of the mildnels and clemency of our Judge, 
render any man the more ſecure in this affair : It 
is very worthily accounted the great priviledge 
of an Engliſh SubjeR, that he is never condemned 
without a Jury of his Neighboursand equals, ſuch 
as may be 95 (448 to know his life and circum- 
ſtances,. and to be. touched with.a feeling of his 
condition, as.that which may be their own caſe 
at another time; yet ſo much the more- ſad and 
the leſs pitiable is his caſe to whom. this merciful 
conſtitution of our Laws affords norelief. And 
it is the unſpeakable conſolation of all ſincerely 


good men, againſt all their failings and infirmities, 
GB ee ene has 
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that we are tried | before ſuch a Judge, that 
having been -in our nature; felt our 1mfirmi- 
ties, and undergone the fame temptations, 1s able 
to pity and ſuccour thoſe that are tempted ; never: 
theleſs by how much more mild the Judge 1s,- and 
the more equitable his proceedings ſhall: be, fo 
much more ſhametyl is the -ouilt, and more ter-- 
rible will the conde brat of thoſe-that here 
miſcarry in their great;cauſe. y 
| S. Gregory Nazianzen obſerves of S. Bafil/ that 
ſuch and ſo remarkable was his wonted mildneſs 
and benignity, that a {mile'from him was a grave 
cenſure, and his filence a reprehenſton of any 
indecency ; but now to ſee a two-edged ſword proceed 
out of the mouth of the Lamb, Chrilt Jeſur, to ſee hinr 
that was all loveand goodneſs, come in flaming fire 
totake _—— to hear him that was always uſed: - 
to = 's mouth in = 5, lay, Go ye curſed into 
everlaſting fire prepared for the Devil and his Angels. 

What a dreadful ſcene of things have we ſet- 
before us, Rev. 6. 16. when the Kings of the Earth;' 
and the mg men, and the great Captams ſhall call 1+ 
therocks fall on ur, and to the mountains cover us from the ' 
face of the Lamb, for the great day of hiswrathris come.” - 

Let it therefore be the moſt intent thought, and” 
the moſt ſolicitous care of all of -us both: great* 
and ſmall, that we may be. effc&tually ay 

or 
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for this day. To that end, Let us judge our ſcives; 
_ that wemay not be judged of the Lord, 4,e. = us anti- 
cipate our own trial, and aſcertain our own caſe 
before-hand ; abandon -all the-ways- of fin for 
the future, and for what is:paſt let us make our 
peace with God by the moſt effeAual repentance, 
and by. applicationsto the mercy of God in the 
ropitiatory: facrihce of our Lord Jeſur. And 


erewithal let us irage apes the whole Go- 
{petig allehe'dimenhons of it ; not catch hold of 
a promule without obſerving the conditions of it, 
nor make Chriſtianity ſhrink into a notion, or 
dwindleinto a ceremony or opinion, or be con- 
fined to the diRtates and ſentiments of a party; 
but live virtuouſly and excellently, be ſo-much 
better menas we have better principles and grea- 
ter hopes, then ſhall we ſtand with boldneſs, and 
Chriſt Jeſus will own us for his true diſciples. 
Let us imbrace all the opportunities of doing 
good, inform, oblige, initru&t the world, and 
make peace in it with all our power and skill : In 
particular [et.us imitate that righteouſneſs, good- 
.neſs, -equity, -candour and mercy, which we 
-know we ſhall have need of, and hope to experi- 
ment in our Saviour at that day ; for thus we pre- 
{cribe the meaſures of our own Judgment; tor as 


awe (udge ſo ſpall we be judged, =» 


In 
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_ ®*Inaword, let us remember that which ſure we 


can never forget, how our Saviour deſcribing the 
tranſaQtions ofthe laſt Judgment, lays great {treſs 
upon actions of charity and compaſſion, when he 
faith, Come ye bleſſed, &c. for I was an hungred and ye 
fed me, thirſly and ye $ije me drink, naked ws. ye cloathed- 


me, ſick and inpriſon, and ye came unto me. 


That this may be all our care at preſent, and : 


all our caſe at laſt, God of his infinite rnegcy grant 
for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. To whom 
with the Father and the Holy Ghoſt, be everlaſt- - 
ing glory, adoration and obedience world with- 
out end. D 
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